


























» If you intend to avoid the law or any
legal responsibility.

If you decide to apply for a new number,
you'll need to prove your identity, age,
and U.S. citizenship or immigration
status. For more information, ask

for Your Social Security Number and
Card (Publication Number 05-10002).
You'll also need to provide evidence
that you're having ongoing problems
because of the misuse.

Keep in mind that a new number
probably won't solve all your problems.
This is because other governmental
agencies (such as the IRS and state
motor vehicle agencies) and private
businesses (such as banks and credit
reporting companies) will have records
under your old number. Along with other
personal information, credit reporting
companies use the number to identify
your credit record. S0 using a new
number won't guarantee you a fresh
start. This is especially true if your other
personal information, such as your
name and address, remains the same.

If you receive a new Social Security
number, you shouldn’t use the old
number anymore.

For some victims of identity theft, a new
number actually creates new problems.
If the old credit information isn’t
associated with your new number, the
absence of any credit history under your
new number may make it more difficult
for you 1o get credit.
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Identity theft is one of the fastest
growing crimes in America. A dishonest
person who has your Social Security
number can use it to get other personal
information about you. Identity thieves
can use your number and your good
credit to apply for more credit in

your name. Then, when they use the
credit cards and don’t pay the bills, it
damages your credit. You may not find
out that someone is using your number
until you're turned down for credit, or
you begin to get calls from unknown
creditors demanding payment for items
you never bought.

Someone illegally using your Social
Security number and assuming your
identity can cause a lot of problems.

Your number is confidential

The Social Security Administration
protects your Social Security number
and keeps your records confidential.
We don’t give your number to anyone,
except when authorized by law. You
should be careful about sharing your
number, even when you're asked for
it. You should ask why your number is
needed, how it'll be used, and what will
happen if you refuse. The answers to
these questions can help you decide
if you want to give out your Social
Security number.




How might someone steal
your number?

identity thieves get your personal
information by:

s Stealing wallets, purses, and your
mail (bank and credit card statements,
pre-approved credit offers, new
checks, and tax information).

e Stealing personal information you
provide to an unsecured site online,
from business or personnel records
at work, and personal information in
your home.

« Rummaging through your trash, the
trash of businesses, and public irash
dumps for personal data.

e Buying personal information from
“inside” sources. For example,
an identity thief may pay a store
employee for information about you
that appears on an application for
goods, services, or credit.

e Posing by phone or email as
someone who legitimately needs
information about you, such as
employers, landlords, or government
agencies.

Be careful with your Social
Security card and number

When you start a job, make sure your
employer has your correct Social
Security number so your records are
correct. Provide your Social Security
number to your financial institution(s) for
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